
350019 
Oklahoma Writers' Project Bm-Slaves 285 

MORRIS SHEPPARD  
Age 85 yrs. 

Port Gibson, Okla. 

Old, Master tell me I was borned in November. 1852, at de old home place 

about five miles east of Webbers Palls, mebbe kind of northeast, not far 

from de east bank of de Illinois River. 

Master's name was Joe Sheppard, and he was a Cherokee Indian. Tall and 

slim and handsome. He had black eyes and mustache but his hair was iron 

gray, and everybody liked him because he was so good-natured. and. kind. 

I don't remember old Mistress' name. My mammy was a Crossland negro 

before she came to belong to Master Joe and marry my peppy, and I think she 

come wid old Mistress and belong to her. Old Mistress was small and mighty 

pretty too, and she was only half Cherokee. She inherit about half a dozen 

slaves, and say dey was her own and old Master can't sell one unless she 

give him leave to do it. 

Dey only had two' families of slaves wid about twenty in all, and dey 

only worked about fifty acres, so we sure did work every foot of it good. 

We git three or four crops of different things out of dat farm every year, 

and something growing on dat place winter and summer.. 

Peppy's name was Caesar Sheppard and Mammy's name was Baster. Dey was 

both raised ' round Webber's Palls somewhere. I had two brothers, Silas and 

George, dat belong to Mr. George Holt in Webber's Falls town. I got a pass 

and went to see dem sometimes, and dey was both treated mighty fine. 

The Big Souse was a double log wid a big hall and a stone chimney but 

no porches, wid two rooms at each end, one top side of de other. I thought 

it was mighty big and fine. 

US slaves lived in log cabins dat only had one room and no windows 

so we kept de doors open most of de time. We had home-made wooden beds wid 


